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Heather Smith, right, and her birth mother, Kay Sui-
ton Tolbert, pose for a photo.
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Eddie Smith sits with
ter, Shelby

his birth mother and his daugh-

Finding their moms

Local adoptees
find answers
By Amy 0'Neal
uty e oy
Heather Smith keeps & mother
book

lx has the original telephone
tape with the voice of

Giritine at ]ﬂ.llu.lvln. Investiga-
tlons saying, ‘‘Heather, I've found

your mam.
1t has the scrap of paper with

Raleigh wasn't the best

remembers being given Lne
chance to hold Heather sne last
time before the sdoplive pareats
arrived. Mother and daughter
were reunited a few months shy of
Heather's 29tk birthday

Heatber is among a growiag
trend in sdoplees searching for
their natural parents. Her stary
had 8 happy beginning and a hap-
Py ending

Imogene and Jimmy Smith
Dever made any secrel of Uhe fact
that Heather and her brother, B4-
die, were adopted

"As 1 Iooked after my mother

startad

curious
sbout my medical history,"
Heather said. *“That's what got
started on the search.
With her adoptive parents desd,
only document she could find

could not sct a8 an intermediary
She consulted & Greensboro at
tarney wha offered to pet
€ourt ta open her records f
fcal reasans, but he cautioned that
judges usually required the need
for the information to be life
threatening

Heather decided not to go o
court. She worked full time at the
First Union branch on Nash Street

A few years t & friend's
urging, she con the Chil-
dren's Home ane more time. The
home referred her to Kinsalving
Within two weeks, she learned
that her mother, Kay Sutton
Tolbert, sold real estate for a

Heather put in & call to Kay
after a good cry, & cold drink and &
couple of hours practicing what
she would say. Kay returned her
call two days later, and they
talked for two hours.

Kay said she was 16 years old
and scared to death when she
discovered the father of her un-
born r.n.M uru & married man.

Her own when
Kay's mther 'died of breast
cancer in her early 40s, encour-

Kay to put the child up for

Kay had questions, too. “She
vnud to know -banl my
" Heather said. *

wlmu-h-ep--me-u
have asked for "
The two are Urying lo make up

for lost lime. They talk every

week and get logether at least
ance a month

‘Hay has become a really good
Iriend. She's not Like my mom, but
Ican tell she cares.

“You hear people say (finding
their birth mother) is like having
something settled. Now I know
what they mean,”” Heather said.

T'm complete now.”

Eddie’s turn

Eddie Smith made up his mind
o0 his birthday Last year Lo find his
birth mother.

‘He looked across the tabie at his
sister, Heather. 1 thought, here
she is with her (birth) mether, and
I'd love to find out about mine,” he
said.

“T'd always wondered about

her, and I figured she had always

wondered about me.”

He figured right. From the time
to

By Amy 0'Neal
Daiy Timan Coy Etar
Eddie and Heather Smith con-
sider themselves lucky to have
located their birth mothers.

are.
In North Carolina, an adult
adoptee is legally entitled to very
birth parent information,
allof it “non-identifying."

, edueation, height,
of skin, eyes

ather.
an remaining block on a
ge adoption information
il now requires pro-
vides for “olher reasonably
available nom-identilying infor-
ation ™

What to put In that form is left
up to the ngency, nccording to
Catherine Joyner, the adoption
seclal worker for the Wilson
County Department of Social
Services

In Ms. Smith's case, the Chil-
dren's Home Soclety’s will-
that her birth

e, oot wes, bhat

'I\-.I-nu
Kinsalv

together
h. Investigations of Maithews.
Like lawyers handling civil suits,
Kinsolving Investigators earn
money only If they win the case.
Clients pay only if their parents
are located; Kinsolving turns
over the name oly
client turns over the money.
Kinsolving also operates an
Adoption laformation Exchange
for people not

Many adoptees look
for birth parents

g up of adult adoptees,
m!.np‘lvz parents
nwlmlve
In the event ldlplkn: laws ever
North Carolina,
adoption workers at the De-
partment of Social Services dis-
cuss with birth parents thelr
feelings about being dentifled,
nate those feelings and ask to be
notified should the birth parent's
change, Ms_ Joyner said.
About 20 adult adoptees & year
request information from the
local department aboul their
o

Joyner sa
“We've even had people a
lbmll from the 1940s,

g would say finding oul who
your birth parent is without hav-
anything but non-identifying
information would be fairly dif-
ficult," Ms. Joyner said. ‘1 have
beard some very creative tech-
niques people used to make the
discovery. Some were illegal.”
Although the stigma of having
out of wedlock has faded
over the last docades, Ms.
Jnyuﬂdd “wanling Lo provide
the best

ive parents may

that adopti
be able to better meet those
needs. "

interested In an
active search but whe would like (The tel
lnhmldud)lﬂ-nlhrm ;. "pbalr;;m‘.{!:‘?
the Adoption Information Ex-
e exchange as & sUpPOrt  changeal s A4857 5815

her about. 1 told her my date of same
birth and that I'd been adoy o et L Wi i ha
u pied i e birth mocher red the

ﬂan-zl.h-ndhuwue.Lu

met his mother and her hus-
“‘"“ﬂmwﬂmuwams
Barrel. They had exchanged car
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